[Concerning the so-called "oestrogenic" smears of the postmenopausal woman].
The occurrence of oestrogenic smears in postmenopausal women has been reported by several authors. Oestrogenic activity has been examined in 962 smears from postmenopausal women ; these results have been compared with those obtained in 214 cases of surgical menopause. Does the senescent ovary continue to produce oestrogens ? Or are the mucous membranes of the female genital apparatus, and in particular the vaginal mucous membranes, capable of transforming certain 17-CS type suprarenal catabolites into oestrogens. or at least of reactivating these catabolites "oestrogenically".